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fighting took the form of desultory raids. Our first appearance
in their country at the end of 1885 aroused no hostility, and
it was not till some six months later that they began to be
troublesome. From this time on to the beginning of 1893 a
series of annual punitive expeditions had to be undertaken in
reprisal for some outrage or to reduce to order some refractory
district or chief, and in 1898, after a long period of peace,
there was a recurrence of local disorder which had to be forcibly
repressed. The operations of these punitive columns, whicn
rarely numbered as many as 1000 of all ranks, were uniformly
successful, though on more than one occasion determined
resistance was encountered.
The Shan States, as they are called, are situated in the
basin of the Salween River and the mountain ranges, extending
thence westwards to the Irrawaddy valley, and eastwards up
to and beyond the frontiers of French Indo-China and Siain.
Formerly subject to Burmese rule, they fell into disorder when
this disappeared, and at the end of 1886 certain elements in
the southern Shan territory begged the British for their support.
The expedition sent in compliance with their request early in
1887 had no fighting worthy the name, and in some six months
this part of the country had been pacified. The northern
States gave more trouble, small columns having to be sent
out in 1887, and again in 1888, to deal with local disturbances.
Generally speaking, however, it may be said that the Shan
States, alone of the various peoples comprised within the limits
of Upper Burma, accepted British authority practically without
resistance, and since then have given no real trouble.
IV. the north-west frontier campaigns, 1852-1913
We come now to that phase of our military activity in India
which has for the past fifty years filled the public eye more
than any other—the series of campaigns on the north-west
frontier. Our annexation of the Punjab and Sind, and the
consequent extension of our boundary up to and beyond the
Indus between 1840 and 1850, brought us into immediate
contact, along a belt of mountainous territory extending from
north and east of Peshawar right down to the Arabian Sea at
the Indus delta, with the turbulent and uncivilised tribes
inhabiting that inhospitable land. To the south of a line
drawn roughly from Dera Ghazi Khan to Quetta dwelt the
Baluchis, and with these our dealings were for the most part
of a peaceful character up till the second Afghan war, when
the hostility shown by the inhabitants of the Zhob Valley
necessitated the taking of steps to tighten our control over this

